The terms “Typeface”
and “Font” are not
interchangeable.
“Typeface” should be
used when referring to the
design, while “font” should
be used when referring to
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For example, there is only
one Times New Roman
typeface designed by
Victor Lardent, but nearly
everyone with a computer
has a copy of that font. A
font is what you actually
use.
The difference between
typefaces and fonts can
be a comparison between
MP3s and songs. (or songs
and CDs, tapes, records)
When you talk about how
much you like a tune, you
don’t say: “That’s a great
MP3”. You say: “That’s a
great song”. The MP3 is the
delivery mechanism, not
the creative work; just as in
type a font is the delivery
mechanism and a typeface
is the creative work.
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Typography is an essential part of visual
design. If design is about communication,
then typography is the vehicle to carry out that
message. Typography has only one duty, and
that is to convey information in writing.
It is the art and technique of arranging and
modifying type in order to make language visible.
This may include selecting the appropriate
typeface, point size, line length, leading, kerning,
and tracking.
Your job in yearbook is to make typography
design choices that send an effectiver message
and bring out a powerful, positive response. Not
to cause a distraction, because if someone can’t
read the message, the whole design fails.

“ ‘What designers do’ is to harmonize and
optimize all the variables in a design. Real
designers don’t design documents where
type style may be changed willy-nilly: you
change one thing, everything changes.
What a designer needs is good taste, an
eye for detail, and a sense of which way
the cultural wind is blowing. “
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FONT/TYPEFACE WEBSITES:
FREE SITES
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)217648,55(/ZZZIRQWVTXLUUHOFRP

)21763$&(ZZZIRQWVSDFHFRP
PREMIUM SITES
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KERNING refers to adjusting the space
between individual characters, especially by
placing two characters closer together than
normal. Kerning makes certain combinations
of letters, such as WA, MW, TA, and VA, look
better.
The BASELINE is the invisible line on
which characters sit. While the baseline may
differ from typeface to typeface, it is consistent
within a typeface. Rounded letters such as “e”
will extend slightly below the baseline.

X-HEIGHT is the height of a font’s main
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TRACKING is very similar to kerning
in that it is the spacing between individual
characters, but tracking is the space between
groups of letters rather than individual letters.
Tracking affects the overall character density
of the copy. Other than the actual effect that
it could have on readability of type, tracking
would be used to make lines of type even.

LEADING refers to the space between
lines of text. This distance, measured in
points, is measured from one baseline to the
next.

TYPOGRAPHY VIDEOS + FILMS
HELVETICA FILM
.$5(1.$9(77$1,1752W27<32*5$3+<
THE HISTORY OF TYPOGRAPHY (Animated)
A LESSON ON TYPOGRAPHY (Animated from VFS)

TYPOGRAPHY TUTORIALS (HOW TO)
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